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Weston Villa 

34 Totnes Road 

Paignton TQ4 5JZ 
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nd

  October 2015 

 

 
Dear David  

 

Re:  Torbay Local Plan and Inspector’s Report 

 

As you are aware, the Local Plan Inspector's final report and recommendations have now been published.  I 

know you have had conversations with David Pickhaver about the Local Plan and inspector’s report.  I 

understand from David that the Forum will be discussing the inspector’s report at its meeting of 19
th

 

November 2015.   

 

There has been a lot of discussion and debate over the last few years about the content of the new Local 

Plan.  A great deal of evidence on demographic, employment and related matters was considered by the 

Inspector.  The Council made a considerable effort to ensure that different views, including the 

Neighbourhood Forums’, were fairly represented.   The Inspector's final report draws a line under that 

debate, certainly for the next few years. 

 

The inspector’s report emphasises the vital importance of maintaining a five year housing supply, and that 

identifying sufficient developable land is a critical effectiveness consideration for the development plan 

(paragraphs 55-57).  

 

The emphasis now is on delivery.  The Council is already working hard, with partners, to deliver the Local 

Plan and masterplans. We will continue to do so. 

 

The Inspector has confirmed the deadline for delivery of Neighbourhood Plans.  This deadline should come 

as no surprise to you.   

 

So, by end March 2016, we expect to receive your proposed neighbourhood plan as part of all the other 

elements needed to comply with Regulation 15 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012.  

Those elements include a consultation statement and further details about this are included in the 

Regulations.  Put simply, this means that, well before the end March 2016, you will have had to consult 

with various consultation bodies and your community (for at least 6 weeks) on your pre-submission 

neighbourhood plan. 



 

The Inspector's report, and previous iterations of the new Local Plan, provides a very clear target for 

employment space and homes in your neighbourhood planning area.  The new Local Plan provides a pool of 

sites from which you should be allocating sites in the neighbourhood plan.  These sites were identified by 

working with the community and have been thoroughly assessed, which itself provides a good deal of 

comfort for you about the acceptability of these sites in planning terms. 

 

As you know, if the Council does not receive your proposed neighbourhood plan by end March 2016 it will 

be necessary for the Council to begin the preparation of site allocation development plan documents.   

 

We have supported the Neighbourhood Planning process, working closely with you, for a number of years.  

We firmly believe the Neighbourhood Planning process gives the community a great opportunity to plan 

positively for its area.  We remain keen to support that and would much prefer for Neighbourhood Forums 

to complete their Neighbourhood Plans.  However, having provided the opportunity, time and resources to 

Forums to complete this work, the Council cannot wait indefinitely for Neighbourhood Plans to be 

completed. Hence the deadline.   

 

I am very keen to gain a clear understanding, from you, of the work you need to do over the next few 

months and the time lines for those workstreams.   I will ask David to set up a meeting with you to ensure 

the Council has that clear understanding.   

 
 

 
 
Head of Spatial Planning  

 

 

c.c.  Mike Parkes,  Secretary, Paignton Neighbourhood Forum  

 


